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	WHAT IS IT?



Community Choice Aggregation (CCA), also called Community Choice Energy, allows cities and counties to pool the electricity purchasing power of their residents and businesses, selecting the energy source and supplier without owning the grid. The incumbent utility continues to deliver electricity and handle billing and grid maintenance, while the CCA procures the power. Customers are automatically enrolled with the ability to opt out. CCAs require state authorization and must comply with state public utility commission rules, but once authorized, they give cities significant influence over energy sourcing, pricing, and affordability program design.

	
	EVIDENCE HIGHLIGHTS



	CleanPowerSF (CA)
	380,000+ customers served. $50M+ in savings vs. PG&E rates through 2023. 100% renewable electricity delivered in 2023. 25 CCA programs active in California.

	Boston CCE (MA)
	200,000+ customers: largest CCA in MA. Standard tier customers saved ~$27/month vs. Eversource. 52% of MA residential customers now served via municipal aggregation.

	Rockland County Power (NY)
	$6.3M in savings during first two years for renewable tier participants. 80,000+ enrolled across Joule's NY programs in 100% renewable energy at competitive fixed price.



	
	HOW IT WORKS



	① State Authorization
State legislature passes CCA enabling act (CA: 2002, MA: 1997, NY: 2016 PSC order, IL: 2009). Sets rules, consumer protections, and utility obligations.
	② Local Opt-In
City/county passes ordinance establishing local CCA program. Submits implementation plan to state PUC for approval before launch.

	③ Auto-Enrollment
Residents and businesses enrolled automatically. Can opt out at any time. Can choose higher renewable tiers (100% green, 50%, or default standard).
	④ Utility Delivers
Incumbent IOU continues to deliver power on existing grid, handle billing, and maintain infrastructure. CCA buys the electricity from generators of its choice.



	
	ENABLING CONDITIONS & REPLICATION



	What Made It Possible
	Who Can Replicate This

	State CCA enabling legislation (without it, the pathway is unavailable)
	Cities in states where CCAs are currently authorized: CA, MA, IL, NJ, NY, OH, VA, RI, NM, ME

	CPUC/PSC regulatory framework ensuring customer protections and utility cooperation
	Cities interested in cleaner energy sourcing without the cost and risk of full municipalization

	Utility obligation to deliver power even when it is no longer primary supplier (CA model)
	Cities with large renter populations who benefit from auto-enrollment without barrier

	City council unanimity or broad political support (Boston City Council: unanimous vote)
	Cities in states where legislation is pending: advocacy for enabling act is the first step

	Technical operator partner (e.g., Joule Community Power for Rockland County, NY)
	Cities seeking operational partner to manage CCA procurement without full city utility staff





