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	WHAT IS IT?



Social RECs are renewable energy certificates from solar projects that directly benefit historically excluded communities. Solar Stewards operates a patented marketplace connecting corporate buyers (Climate Stewards) with solar projects sited in or serving underserved communities. Corporate buyers purchase Social RECs to meet their sustainability goals; 100% of REC revenue is directed to community projects through legally enforceable Community Benefit Agreements. Projects have supported schools, affordable housing, places of worship, and nonprofits in marginalized communities. Unlike government-funded programs, this model runs entirely on voluntary corporate CSR/ESG procurement dollars.

	
	EVIDENCE HIGHLIGHTS



	Founded
	2016 — Solar Stewards operates a patented marketplace for Social RECs

	Revenue Model
	100% of REC revenue directed to community projects via legally enforceable Community Benefit Agreements

	Corporate Buyers
	Climate Stewards: corporations with ESG/CSR mandates willing to pay a community premium

	Verification
	Verified through clean energy certificate registries such as M-RETS for transparent tracking

	Henderson-Hopkins, Baltimore
	175 LMI households received a 25% energy discount; projected savings of ~$1 million over 35 years

	Indiana (T-Mobile Partnership)
	Corporate partnership funded STEAM and robotics programs in underserved communities

	Target Communities
	Schools, affordable housing, places of worship, and nonprofits in marginalized communities

	Atlanta Relevance
	Especially powerful in weak state-enabling environments like Georgia where federal/state infrastructure is limited



	
	HOW IT WORKS



	① Solar Project Generates RECs
A solar project sited in or serving an underserved community generates renewable energy certificates verified through a recognized registry (e.g., M-RETS). Projects range from rooftop to community solar gardens.
	② Corporate Buyer Purchases Social RECs
A corporation with ESG/sustainability goals purchases Social RECs through the Solar Stewards marketplace, paying a community premium above standard REC market prices.

	③ Community Benefit Agreement
100% of Social REC revenue flows to the community partner through a legally enforceable Community Benefit Agreement specifying exactly how funds will be used.
	④ Verification & Credibility
REC registry documentation, clear contracts, and evidence of delivered community benefits create the credibility that corporate buyers require. Transparent verification is essential for market trust.



	
	ENABLING CONDITIONS & REPLICATION



	What Made It Possible
	Who Can Replicate This

	Patented marketplace model creates a clear transaction structure between corporate buyers and community partners
	Cities with active corporate sustainability sectors can convene similar marketplace structure

	Legally enforceable Community Benefit Agreements ensure 100% of revenue reaches intended community
	Any city can require enforceable CBAs as a condition of participation in clean energy procurement programs

	REC registry verification (M-RETS) provides transparent, third-party tracking that builds corporate buyer confidence
	Cities should ensure community solar projects are registered in recognized REC tracking systems before marketing to buyers

	Corporate ESG/CSR mandates create voluntary demand for Social RECs without government subsidy
	Cities should cultivate relationships with local corporate sustainability officers to drive demand

	Model works in weak state-enabling environments like Georgia where federal/state program infrastructure is limited
	Any city regardless of state policy environment can pursue this model using existing REC markets and CBA structures

	Credible local intermediary is essential to connect corporate buyers with community solar projects
	Cities should identify or help build a local organization capable of serving as the trusted marketplace intermediary




